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Pagavy Phangnivong doesn’t remember any of his southeast Asia
heritage since his family left Laos three days after his birth.

Assigned to the 1st Battalion, 21st Infantry Regiment of the US Army’s
25th Infantry Division, Cobra Gold 2003 allowed Spc. Phangnivong to
return to his home continent. He completed his duty in Thailand May 30,
returning to Hawaii with many memories.

“l picked up the Laotian language from my parents growing up and the
Thai language is nearly identical,” he said. “Besides my regular duty, |
acted as a translator for my unit while at Cobra Gold.”

While other US service members communicated with their Thai
counterparts with improvised sign language, Phangnivong was able to
interact at a higher level.

“You could tell that the Thai and US soldiers wanted to learn from each
other and the respect was there,” he said. “It was good to see the
interaction. The Thais were very interested in our equipment and our guys
picked up a lot from them, especially the jungle survival tactics.”

Whether it was the American technology, the US military’s reputation
after Operation Iraqi Freedom, or just the aura of the USA, Thai respect
towards US service members was special, Phangnivong said.

“Everywhere you went in day-to-day
operations, you felt the Thais
looked up to you, no matter
what your rank,” he said. “It
was a cool experience.”

Mutual respect and understanding are at
the heart of the Asia-Pacific region’s
premiere combined military exercise,
Cobra Gold. The region’s security and
economic stability are vitally important
to the world. Cobra Gold’s annual
multilateral training between Thailand,
Singapore, and the US demonstrates
to every nation that the three allies are
determined to keep the region’s
economy and people safe.

Cobra Gold 2003, the 22nd edition
of this annual training exercise, was
designed to ensure Asia-Pacific peace,
to strengthen the ability of the Royal
Thai Armed Forces to defend Thailand,
and to better prepare the Thai forces to
respond to regional contingencies.
Singapore, eager to learn lessons and
tactics from the Thais and US,
participated for the fourth year in a row.

This year’s Cobra Gold training
focus was on joint task force
operations, combined field operations,
command post exercises, peace
enforcement operations, humanitarian
assistance, and team-building
activities. Cobra Gold also assisted
Thai citizens’ quality of life through
combined Thai-US medical and
engineer civic assistance projects.

Royal Thai Army, Air Force, Marine
Corps and Navy forces numbered
around 7,000 while approximately
5,800 US service members took part.
One hundred members of the
Singapore Armed Forces participated.

The commander for Cobra Gold 03
was Vice Admiral Som Jai Wattanayothin
from the Royal Thai Navy. The Deputy
Commander and U.S. Joint Task Force
Commander is Lieutenant General
Wallace Gregson from the U.S. Marine
Corps. The Assistant Deputy
Commander is Brigadier General Chin
Phei Chen from the Singapore Army.




The mission begins

Flanked at the Cobra Gold 03 opening ceremony May
16 by US Ambassador Darryl Johnson and Singapore
Ambassador Chan Heng Wing, Roya Thai Supreme
Commander Gen. Surayud Chulanont gave direction to the
troops from Thailand, Singapore and the US assembled on
the U-Tapao Royal Tha Navy Airfield.

“Theam of the exerciseisjoint and combined specia
operation task force and military operations other than
war,” Surayud said. “ The exerciseis aso about hel ping
peoplein the exercise areaand to keep our good
friendships.”

“Cobra Gold has evolved from its early yearsto become
aconfidence-building vehicle for bringing the region
closer together,” Johnson said. “ Today's international
military operations are multilateral endeavors. The sort of
peace enforcement and peacekeeping scenarios at the heart
of Cobra Gold’'scommand post exercise are off the front
pages of today’s papers.”

At the heart of Cobra Gold isjoint task force operations.
A Thai and American staff structure monitored the
operating picture of the combined
force laydown. Those combined forces (Army, Navy,
Marines, Air Force, Special Operations) worked together at
saff level throughout Thailand, learning each other’s
tactics and methods and sharing information.

Workings with other nationsin ajoint and combined
environment have proven effective in Afghanistan and
have given nations and their servicemembers confidence
for agloba effort to combeat terror campaigns, Surayud
said. Bringing resourcestogether in scenario driven
exercises cregtes astate of readiness and establishesasense
of camaraderie.

“The September 11 and Bdli attacks, combined with

recent attacks in Saudi Arabia, Chechnya, and e sawhere,
emphasi ze the need for theinternational community to come
together and protect oursalves, our societies, and our citizens
from the menace of terrorism,” Johnson said.

Exerciseslike Cobra Gold promote cooperation, and the
kind of capabilitiesthat will allow nationsto livein regions
where peace and economic prosperity are halmarks, said U.S.
Pacific Commander, US Navy Admira Thomas Fargo.

“Exercises such asthese are dl designed to promote
coaoperation, and enhance capabilitiesthat will dlow ustolive
in aregion where peace and economic prosperity area
halmark,” he said.

The exerciseitself means economic prosperity for the
regions of Thailand where American troops are stationed.
Supplies are purchased on the economy and hotels and
restaurants are used to house and feed many of the Cobra Gold

participants.
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Thailand, US forces come together

Combined Marine Forces

US Marines of |11 Marine Expeditionary
Force participating in Exercise Cobra Gold 03
shared success with the Thai and Singapore armed
forces, contributing and taking part in a multitude
of combined training to include live-fire exercises,
jungle survival and Nuclear, Biological and
Chemical Decontamination exercises.

The NBC training May 19 was designed to
teach and learn each other’s styles and techniques.

The first day’s classes showed how to conduct
the drills, NBC training noncommissioned officer
US Marine Sgt. Clinton Schwarz said. The classes
covered individual protective measures, immediate,
operational and thorough decontamination and
chemical detector kits.

The second day was kicked off with refresher
classes in the morning and then a dry run before
noon. Following the dry run was the actual training
with Mission Oriented Protective Posture suits on.

The Marines conducted patrolsin their
chemical protection gear ensuring the area was
secure and decontaminated themselves at the end
of the patrol.

“Working with the Thais is very beneficial
because we can both learn something from each
other,” Schwarz said. “ Considering chemical
weapons are so prevalent in the world and such
focus has been directed toward them, it is
important for the U.S. and its allies to prepare for
any contingency our enemies may throw at us.”

The Thai Marines of 4th Artillery Battalion at
Ban Chan Khrem hosted a bilateral machinegun
live fire with US Marines of Battery S, 5th
Battalion, 10th Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine
Division May 17.

The Thai Marines were able to use the weapons
that US Marine firing batteries have, according to US
Marine Capt. Jimmie Johnson, S Btry. commander.

“What we have are two groups of warriors with
different things to offer each other,” he said. “ They both
enjoy warfighting and learning.”

The first three days of training involved weapons
familiarization with machine guns. However, after the
Thai and US Marines move out to Pong Nam Ron, they
conducted their artillery training for the rest of the
exercise." These (Thai) marines are comradesin arms,
and they may be fighting right next to us one day,”
Johnson said.

S Battery was not the only unit to have the
opportunity to train with their Thai counterparts.

Staring through the night site of his M16A2 rifle,
Lance Cpl. Isaac Rodriguez sprays rounds down range,
quickly reloading his rifle as his Thai Marine partner
provides cover fire.

The mechanic of HQ Company, 3rd Reconnaissance
Battalion, 3rd Marine Division was one of many US
Marines conducting combined combat shooting drills
with the Thai Marines of Reconnaissance Battalion
May 15.

The instruction was meant to properly engage the
enemy in a combat environment, US Marine Capt.
Virgilio Arcega said.

The drills conducted throughout the day were
shooting on the move, weapons handling, speed
reloading while maintaining aim at the enemy, knowing
when to reload and close range firing.

Thai Marine Chief Petty Officer 1st Class Sawat
Jumnongchob expressed his enthusiasm working with
the US Marines.

“The (US) Marines are very patient,” Sawat said.
“l hope to learn alot from them, and | look forward to




the rest of the training that we will take part in during
thisexercise.”

With the instruction of US Marines continuing
throughout the exercise, the Royal Thai Reconnaissance
marines took time to ensure US Marines are training in
standard operation procedures within Thailand’s jungles.

Team Leader US Marine Sgt. Robert Boyce of B
Company, 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion, was one of
many Thai and US Marines learning how to live off the
land during jungle survival training May 18. The
Marines learned cooking, making fire, building traps,
edible plants and bugs, snake catching, and killing
animals when faced with next to nothing in the jungle.

The purpose of the training was not only to teach
jungle survival to the US Marines but also to “bring
together the Marines of Recon,” according to US
Marine Maj. Thom Atkinson, E Company commander,
4th Reconnaissance Battalion.

“We are forming a great friendship,” said Thai
Marine Pvt. Supasan Sanguloa. “(The US Marines) are
very kind and patient.”

Atkinson said that it's great to get training from the
Thais because the US Marines aren’t trained in jungle
survival like the Thais are.

“The Thai Marines are great and | think we're
going to learn alot from each other throughout this
exercise,” Boyce said. “Today alone, I've had a blast
catching a cobra, eating bugs — everything. Thisis great
training and we're receiving really good knowledge that
will help us survive in the future.”
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Combined Army Forces

USArmy airborne soldiers live to jump. So
when a sguad-size element got the opportunity to earn
Thailand jump wings by training and jumping with a
Royal Thai Army jumpmaster, the Americans from
Hawaii’s 25th Infantry Division couldn’t get their
parachutes on fast enough.

“It was an awesome experience to share with
another jJumpmaster the duties and responsibilitiesin the
aircraft,” said Staff Sgt. Ruben San Miguel, the 25th
ID’s 2nd Brigade of the May 19 “friendship jump.”

At 1,500 feet, the jumpers exited the Blackhawk
helicopter and within minutes were safely on the
ground, repacking their chutes for another turn. The
element of a new environment, combined with the rush
of jJumping for aThai jumpmaster, had San Miguel
using “awesome” and “amazing” to describe the event.

The most important aspect of the jump was Royal
Thai Army Master Sgt. Sakchatree Sintreraprasert, a
Ranger and Airborne Infantry School instructor here,
overseeing the preparation and execution. It is the only
way for the 25th ID soldiers to earn Thai wings.

“1’m happy to have had the experience of working
with the U.S. Army,” he said, “and to be the jumpmaster
today.”

“There were alot of questions as to whether or not
it was going to actually happen, so I'mreally glad it
did,” said Spc. Richard Phenis, a 87th Quartermaster
rigger. “I’ve only been in the Army for just over ayear
and to have this opportunity, I'm really grateful.”

After amissed turnin Irag got a US Army convoy
captured, it was never clearer that the frontline of the
battlefield doesn't really exist.

Asthe US Army’s 25th Transportation Company
participated in aconvoy livefire May 19, the memory
of the Irag incident reminded them how important it is
for support soldiersto train with live ammunition.

The operation was one of many for the 25th
Infantry Division soldiers at Cobra Gold 2003, allowing
the support unit the experience two environments not
available in their home station of Hawaii: wide-open
training areas and afiercer heat and humidity.

It was Spc. Travis Sheppard’sfirst live fire training
overseas and the hardest one he's ever experienced.

“It was more physically challenging and more ground
tactical,” he said. “It's good training. It’s one of the best
livefires|’ve done.”

If the 25th Trans were to come under attack or upon
an obstacle, they need to know how to react, said company
1st Sgt. Zacarias Rivera.

“From day one we preached to them about what
happened to the support element from Fort Bliss, Texas
that came under attack” he said. “If something like that
were to happen to them, | feel confident they will be able
to protect themselves.”

Combined Thai-US Army operations started early in
Cobra Gold 03 as the soldiers did slingload training May
13 and actual rigging of equipment for pickup by
helicopter May 19.

“Today we had the opportunity to work together
with the aircraft,” said Thai Col. Suksan Bunchit, of the
Royal Thai Army. “We know how to prepare for a sling
load, we know how to use the equipment and then we
had the opportunity to perform the mission with
your assistance.”

Thai officers participated with the 40th
Quartermaster Company and will pass the training onto
their soldiers.




“Everybody got hands on training,” said Sgt. Wilbin
Colon, 40th Quartermaster NCO in charge of the sling
load training. “1t was mass participation in our company
and everyone got trained to standard.”

Three US Army companies from the 1st Battalion,
21st Infantry Regiment each participated in company-level
combined arms live exercises the week of May 18-24.

“A livefire exerciseisthe closest we get to actual
combat,” said 2nd Lt. Christopher York, Company A
platoon leader. “We use live rounds and we try to
integrate all of the combined arms.”

This particular scenario involved an assault by air
with Blackhawk helicopters providing cover fire as they
landed and dropped off the troops. When the entire
company had arrived and set up a perimeter they moved
toward the objective where they would engage the enemy
and evacuate casualties.

Each infantry company is required to conduct one
company-sized live fire ayear and many are donein
Hawaii, but York said it was good for his soldiersto
participate in this training in another country.

“It gives us a different environment,” he said.
“(Training in Thailand) gives you something new to
work with.”

Spc. Bennie Day concurred, saying “ This was
the harder than the other live fires I’ ve done because

of the heat.”




Combined Navy Forces

Terrorists can’t be counted on to use
conventional weapons. Dealing with improvised
explosive devices was key training for May 17 US
Navy Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit
(EODMU) 5, Detachments 9 and 51, and Royal
Thai Navy EOD Team 2.

According to Chief Gunner’s Mate Dave
Mummert of EODMU 5 all involved got smarter.

“These are really good guys,” he said of the
Thais. “Everybody’s really easy to work with.
They are picking up different procedures from us
and we're learning from them, so I’ d say we've
had very smooth training so far.”

“1 enjoy working with the US Navy,” said
RTN EOD member Ai Sanl said. “It boosts our
spirits and knowledge. | have participated in this
exercise for the past two years, and the Americans
give us more experience and show us new
technology which helps us do our job.”

The two units completed land and sea jumps
from US Marine aircraft May 20-21.

US Navy Cmdr. Jay Lewis, EODMU 5
commander, believes all the training puts the teams
on the same page and smoothes potential real-
world operations in the future.

“The whole idea behind Cobra Gold is that
we're working with our Thai counterparts across
the entire spectrum,” he said. “If we have to go
somewhere in country, they can be our guides
and interpreters and we'll be at the same level
of training.”

Thai and US sailors boarded the USMC
K C-130 airplane on the early morning May 20-21,
preparing for any contingency they might be called
to act on in ajoint environment.

“This has been the best training across the

board,” Lewis said. “All together we're doing diving,
demolition, shooting and jumping together. It's great,
we're making life-long friends.”

During the first series of jumps over land, the
jumpers focused their training on different aspects of
airborne insertions including jumping from different
altitudes and practicing different types of jumps such as
freefall.

The second series of jumps involved the team
members dropping a rubber boat into an aquatic drop
zone, then parachuting out of the aircraft, swimming to
the boat, boarding it and driving it to shore.

Following the jumps, Chief Air Ordnanceman
Andrew Levy said the operation went well and that
teamwork was a vital ingredient for their success.

“It was a good operation, everybody pulled
together,” Levy said. “Thailand is a great place to
operate.”

Sailors from the Royal Thai Navy Mine Prep Shop
and the US Navy Mobile Mine Assembly Unit 10 spent
May 19 loading MK-62 mines onto an American P3
Orion plane. The two units build mines for all branches
of service and load them on planes or shipsto be
deployed in the water.

“We're protecting our interests,” by sharing
operations with each other, US Navy Lt. Cmdr. John
Cross, MOMAU 10 commander said. “Through our
sharing of procedures and training, we learn each others
operations and determine how we can improve upon
them. This helps to strengthen our interoperability.”

Many ships use mines, so the units are important to
Thailand and the US, said Thai Master Chief Petty
Officer Chalon Dittaluk, Mine Prep Shop chief. Ships can
use the mines to protect their shores or to combat threats.

“U.S.-Thai training helps provide the Royal Thai
Navy with additional operational capabilities,” he said.
“It gives us a chance to work with the newest weapons







Combined Special Operations

Risking their lives to save lives, Combat
Search and Rescue (CSAR) could mean the
difference between life and death to service
members who find themselves lost in hostile
territory.

It is a highly-specialized business of
personnel recovery and few do it better than the
USAir Force 353rd Special Operations Group
assigned to the Combined Special Operations Task

Force at Cobra Gold 03.

USAIr Force Capt. Leo Chong, assigned to the
17th Specia Operations Squadron at Japan’s Kadena
Air Basg, isserving in the Asia-Pacific region’s
premiere combined military exercise for thefirst time.
As navigator aboard the M C-130P Combat Shadow, he
and therest of the 353rd are here to share operational
knowledge with the Thai military.

“Whenever there is a combat search and
rescue mission, it is often ajoint effort,” Chong
said.

Although no actual CSAR missions were
conducted this year at Cobra Gold, there were
several scenarios planned and executed. Working
with their Thai
counterparts, they
practiced command and
control, personnel
extraction, and exchanged
ideas on how to carry out
future missions.

The challenges of
working with a military
ally on potentially
sensitive, dangerous
missions like CSAR are
made easier, Chong feels,
with the type of training
done at Cobra Gold.

“Communication
sometimes can be a
challenge but being here at
Cobra Gold this year has
given us the unique
opportunity to interact with
Thai people and culture,”
he said. “The Thai's are

very friendly.”

More than 200 Batcats, the 353rd Special
Operations Group from Kadena Air Base, Japan, were
scattered throughout Thailand for Cobra Gold 2003,
facing the combined challenges of the high-level
communications that are key to special operations and
forging alliances with the Royal Thai Armed Forces.

Crews from the 17th Special Operations Squadron
flying MC-130P Combat Shadow aircraft were busy in
the early stages of the exercise conducting personnel
and resupply airdrops, and aerial refueling helicopters
from E, Company of the U.S. Army’s 160th Special
Operations Aviation Regiment, Taegu Air Base, Korea.
For the exercise E, Company conducted airdrops and
infiltration operations for Thai and U.S. special
operations forces.

Later, the 17th SOS was joined by its sister
squadron, the 1st SOS flying MC-130H Combat Talons.
During the exercise, the units practiced infiltration,
exfiltration and high-speed resupply operations.

“The two biggest pieces of the Special Operations
air picture are the MC-130s here and the Army MH-47E
Chinook helicoptersin U-Tapao Thai Naval Air Station,
250 miles south,” said Lt. Col. Richard Samuels, 353rd
commander.

Various tests throughout the Cobra Gold schedule
are called full mission profiles — where several
components pull together to exercise specific tasks.

“The lesson learned here is to get communications
established early,” Samuels said.

Combat Shadow pilot Lt. Col. Walt Schenberger
echoes Samuels’ sentiments.

“The communications connectivity is crucial
during pre-mission planning and mission execution,” he
said. “ The ability to talk with the helicopter crews as we
plan and fly Cobra Gold missionsis crucial.”







“We have got to get these

people out of here.”

Thelast US helicopter out of Saigon in 1975 was
part of a non-combatant evacuation operation. In
1997, aNEO from Sierra Leone saved thousands.

As non-traditional warfare becomes more of a
threat, NEOs may become more of areality. Terror
tactics make everyone anywhere atarget. Protecting and
evacuating citizensin any dozens of scenarios have
become the responsibility of every country’s military.

May 24 in Bangkok two large buses dowly creep
to the front gates of a compound as amob of vicious
riotersviolently attack the Thai and U.S. Marines
protecting the vehicles.

“One, two, three, four, five, get back!” American
Marines yell, advancing forward to keep the rioters
away. These zedlots punch, kick, toss and throw
anything within reach to assault the combined force. But
the Thai and American Marines hold their ground,
safely escorting the citizensinto the compound.

Even though it looked real, it was amock
Noncombatant Evacuation Operation (NEO) training
exercise conducted by the Thai and U.S. Marines during
Cobra Gold 2003. The NEO is one of the most
significant events showcasing the interoperability
between the Thailand and American militariesin
response to force protection responsibilities for Embassy
personnel and the combined military training skills
acquired during Cobra Gold.

It was staged to prepare both nations' forcesfor
when situations that can go real bad, according to
George Kent, Cobra Gold'slead NEO civilian official.

“When it al goes bad and there’sno other
aternative, aNEO is necessary in order to assure the
saferemoval of citizensin adangerous situation,” he
said.

Volunteers were gathered into two charter buses
waiting to be safely removed and processed through the
NEO site. Once the citizens were processed and ready to
go, two U.S. Marine CH-53E helicoptersflew in to pick
them up.

“The processing went very smoothly,” said Chuck
Audet, avolunteer American citizen for the exercise.
“The Marines were very accommodating and attentive
to our needs.”

Throughout the exercise, the rioters attacked asthe

citizens entered the base and when they departed to the
helicopters.

“Therioters made the entire exercise seem extremely
red-life,” Audet said. “ They gave agreat portrayd of what
might actually happen in asituation like this.”

The USArmy picked up tracking duties at the
intermediate staging base, utilizing three Noncombatant
Tracking System 2000s. The system speeds up the evacuation
process, said 1st Lt. ChristinaGutierrez, NTS 2000 system
OIC, 524th Corps Support Battalion.

“This system isto reassure they will get back to the
states safely and quickly,” she said. “ Traditionaly, it would
take seven minutes per person to process them through the
evacuation process. Now, with this system, we can process a
family of four through in about two minutes.”

Evacuees show identification after arriving to an
evacuation control center. From there, their personal
information is placed into the NTS 2000 from the firdt site.
Information such as special needs, medical and financia
information isloaded in the system and a bracelet is assigned
to that individual.

“It'sjust like a FedEx package,” said Capt Angelina
Moreno, 524th CSB. “Oncethey'reinthe syssemdl their
information istransmitted via satelliteto their ~ fina
destination.”







OO OAYAYY A Oyxét OaoCOACN 4A6S
Noncombatant Evacuation Operation Exercise (NEO)
EOla.O'EﬂOl.OASInQOA¢N'éAé§¢Oé1éAéCéO"Dél
3/4L\OAOAIAJeO§AOE§OeDEOE10§AN.EO’O(;O|J¢I§»AD’Oetl
Y,06°A0EQ: 1-Né§eis»ADA-E1e0AAAOAIS4AD
20 Cpeo0osgaop0 0|
AOuAXAPAE 08 OmIOENAGL e aAXIg0ISAA0ADAES
iiAUeAReyAOA
EOEANCiI§ N Ajgae:a OAGiNRACH euABEN;
108vAiAD20gl0 30 06t epeI»ADaOalalEAOCD

@@%MO&WOO&/@MNEEN\F@%
|OAI3/4A3/43/4AaA><I1II A idaxet OEGCOA(BN aAe§allOA

|N°0®3AN E3E) Oe o¢|§ EOAaA
i0A0;atEeC104¢l§ olcAc0aiAT 86
icaiOACUOuEIOA ONO0A0S EOACMOAI0RAES
EOA&Ad éaktOA&C0-A0/0A BEACAROE ¢f8
PABREEEAN" 89/xel OBEOjaAwel nCOA R GAOIOS
18N8/ AiEOAOATADEQ! j0A» CPROAIERCYIR0S
INPAQAAPA EiARO8ARIBUNC (nteroperabiy) 4,A0D
30608 O3B/ EAY EOEANIOAMARDNED Oy BOSNGD

AOR; O AeCAINL 08 Oang! pégaré nCOAYAQAQA &
FAOROU0a004ENED
FOEANC;OAY00ANES1 064 6I0EOEANRA OeanctyAaAX
3060ARCAAAEL0 v e AYEAAGORE-AAOC 110 ot
aAD°@uAQ;A O;ETOLUNEEANCIO; 66 ot & A»AD3Q™
A@eAIO8 DY ExADEOATAEAXIT AQSARtaAXE] 16ISIvAAY,
O/l 0MO00
Ag-pa’0A"Q&lUeuDaA0  (Initial Processing  Center)
aADiAUE=C0A A% 0ig OSERCAOCORA O
» ONJOOA QAR Z0RO00RAOEEA
VigIAYAEACD'O¢ Dpéiye0¢ Nl OCEAGIAIAGRA
VUBDECEOREAEY 000010 SADEANSOY/ROIONCACH
ARACO, OMNO;e&IAUA éCARD® NEO Tracking System
(NTS 2000) &AéC 081U 104 ¢O8aIAOmI»aiAIA® UH-60
8/ Sf0ERSAS ° YixéOaEe8IADECROB OB ANRE0aAXIS0
A S (Intermediate Staging Base Relocation Sie) «0R84R0A
18N3/AEEAN N QpACARGCE &% AN OAERBAYABROR O
1/260,5\1OQO|8A,O1 ¢Ne1pI1E® S0Aox|¢1ABOMAPROR NESEA
'6CAanAX¢i§°0t C-130 ¢i8a-Allji»ADa E¥ixétOanCOA
FOEANPEORgAEAR Ociis o/ EEARPAUACE Ce0aENCAEOmi:
4ADa BOAOADARI0AEAL OALAO;¥AY: cax(ADANIEATS
4 NEO Tracking System (NTS 2000) -O¢'0a10%0A4AD
fxiarct-ANSAIEOL08»N--0¢18%e0A10C0;aA 01
aAp;f§-N¥.e; EEAN (US Marine and US Army forces)

»



3oA§ OARCAAEAXNADPOEL/xéL O OAYO);
aL0AYO;oi2A604;A 1NEL tfiakx( 0;;0A%0);

MHEOGeNEaNPOAGABI 0RO ACOE OAGEBRCATAPO

¢OQ0AROAOAY NiEPeiGiOANSYA ACATOSEACAEAGOS

NN NN

WNN@M/M&\WW\@@
§0v€040'10A%AaAXI1I0ARRASOA ae(;AaEAXI»ADaOal
43/x8L08iOAYAO é4ie AoASIOARIEACOSIOR0AR »ADESRI
[0aOAESISEAD EUMAYAN20A ciddci pAl4OA N
3 &AYEA BAEEANACANPA BOERO.0REO ORE D
axé1 OpayxelliiAECA0 0808 €0t 0AYLA dienApr(rt
Né§08 60t [OABAARA NyiARA NEGIARA »AD|*4CAL
4hp ENHCROAZ Aan(rO6a eANPSH»ADAOE e O
6 N EEANT1O8 200,000 AEACA-EEARK EOEAN3%6
5140A80ARIEACOS OICL 5 AAS OA aAp AuASiOA
O8i0A&YATOICt 9 30AGOA iAD OAJAUREx¢1 08
3'NEECK ox| " ADAIS " NLogAQ 42D “»AD CuOAQNE
NeCEECEO e Oa0M/Oee0aRi8x008 AA0
Yl OUOPOA »OSOA YAUBRCAUEIOCAOR
il§taAe0AaADaY: jAAD " 0AYAdAXILEOA
{ENFOIOAEOABUSED & ENCEISOECHO 1OAYMABAK
ACCAI/EAGD 34!, George E. Miler ngAIBENCEISOESCH
COEAGIOANGNPNON® ; SIO:CAIOAYOaPA60RATO8
Y8 Op0RAANR ORANakKjaRE O ORREREORAEDOARO0A
0560t {0A%:AI B0 OO OpiT NAEAOAZ ‘¢!
QOB CHOR ORCRgaleSe:
OREE§ONBONB DN VA B /et ff
»ADPORINEREOTOSARPORAQ; OBED
EQEAROI06aQOAROICISOMIERCHOT OBy Aah
RO RIS OO0 s
lBOCEAOFE0AUO IOA UASOEERCHO JOAYAARAK:
YOREERYA0RAR OAEOEAR P ORBIERCOSIORORmADESS
OISEUARANAOA ciaAciaEURATOAEOAAD® oeOA DANA
D CeOAOUN 3/ 0RA0AI0RASOAECAS

8L eAEOSAGIOA
EeCHOOAYAaAXARCALEA ANgH 6 N NeS 5 EA
ReCAW EAERCIA; 08 »AD COROU a0 OA
SoAGOARIEACO8A 608 “»AD CeOACONE) [Ae08
3iA60" OaES0A 0a040A -BiiA0S angiéw éCA
2COAAOAREAZADIOA (O ONIOSOlS
EGHO OAI*/ﬁaMFAe(;M/EA a1>OOeAJ\|§aeL\r\P

~~~~~

SADPOREL XL Oea»g]lAeO§ 0
'601a0A8 0ARCAEAXI»ADA0R.08 €0t
OA&Y:A »O10810ANSY,A OEEAN® 'N"0; Naval
Reserve Fleet Hospital ( Dallas ) “0'Gt 66
1R0A&A BiEaCtelSiig N0 "N OANSYA
0j Avx0e0A DANA AIERC10ISiIE N3maAX]
NGOANSYAO; AYAIOACHAT A, EA ¢ ¥ADIOSA 0
EOAOIOLOI AA@oAQ{ANOSERCE OyiAAY: AVEORAK(
AEC1eiils N¥IO;0E N jOANSYAA O;iAAGY. Al
EOAOOE OftNEANga ANCaQOARCAAX[ O
EO OA3E®¢a1%xe1 OeaHOA N a3/4 3/4AO°OA aAD
AOYPARAOIOE-Oggieigt ¢igmARAOPL 0eass0ANAG 0A
axyiot 3aUADCRA e caARH 6 QAESYCiac06iaé
pl@éOAs/@;moiANO-O§Ol’é<;AnQOA¢ANl¢Nlé¢g§
7010 »AD’Oﬂa»(;la»bAeO§ NeQﬂO§
aﬁ@.OA%aEﬁe@O@eoamer\I@Oe 010310 =22110)
AI\PAUeaeCeO §040 OAYAGAKIGIEAAOINEA AEE’a(;OAEOaAg
Ny Q\MWD@Oeaql\b@Ce eQApQOAEON\M@
OANSYA nCOAYAGIA 1ORADECISOEADIOAND el
BEEOACEO0AN0AGRADBED OAOY QORI
OaEe|OA 080" acAéy 6CARCOAECAAG aApaI0ACUARDY,

ahéCyeiNaEAeaal?Ac0R;A T 30

-
17.)
\::-'_



P s

(1e9

Gentlemenwith carein

their hearts

Uniformed Thai children
run barefoot across a soccer field
chasingaUSAir Force specia
operations airman. Nearby a
group of girlstried out a
badminton set. Theair wasfull of
Frisbees, shuttlecocks, soccer
balls and screaming voices and
sweaty faces— it looked like a
battle zone. Everyone was
winning.

Two dozen airmen from the
USAIir Force 353rd Special
Operations Group spent May 26
deep inthisjungle village playing
patty-cake, singing songs, and
sharing smiles after their
“Operation Toy Drop” brought
six tons of clothes, toys, books,
school supplies and furniture to two remote el ementary
schoolsin rura northeastern Thailand.

Many of the clothes were donated from the unit’s
home, KadenaAir Base, Japan, and the deployed airmen
raised more than $2,200 to buy desks and chairsfor the
earthen-floored schoals.

Senior Master Sgt. Vic Ambegia, 353rd
Maintenance Squadron, spearheaded the donation
efforts.

“The Kadena community is fantastic about
offering up second-hand itemsthat still have usefulness.
We gather the clothes and toys, pack them according to
age and gender of recipients, and then box them up for
trangportation,” he said. “We try to focus on what the
children need. Wetry to keep their health, welfare and
education in mind when soliciting donations.”

Payak Ratanapakorn, principal of Barntard
Elementary School, was pleased at the huge donation
filling the stage of his modest auditorium.

“You have given so generoudly of yourselves,” he
said to the unit’'s members. “We are thankful for your
kindness. These children will benefit greatly from this
donation.”

Six-year-old Lud Dawan hugged her Teddy Bear
tightly and smiled a broad, but toothless, grin when
asked if sheliked her new toy.

“Chawp mak,” shesaid. (I likeit alot.)

The obvious activitiesin Cobra Gold 03 involved
hundreds of Thai and US military forces conducting
combined operations all over the nation.

The seldom-seen goings-on like above were
kinder and gentler: US Marinesvisiting an orphanage
with school supplies and toysfor the children. A group
of medical professionals coming into arural village, not
departing until every Thai man, woman, child was seen,
evaluated and treated. US Army engineers working with
Thais renovating or building schools and other
community facilities.

The resources the American military bringsto Cobra
Gold are not exclusively warfighting. Humanitarian
assistance, official and voluntary, spreads throughout the Thai
regionswhere USforcestrain.

Four sailors from Naval Mobile Construction Battalion
(NMCB) 3 and 14 Roya Thai Navy Sailors concluded nearly
amonth'swork revitalizing the facilities at two Thai
elementary schools, Ban Khao Huay Mahad and Ban Chang,
May 19.

Teachers and students smiled ear to ear and thanked the
USand Thai workers of both navies.

“The project isvery helpful for us,” said Wanpin
Kittiyayan, ateacher at the Ban Khao Huay Mahad School.
“The teachers and the students are very happy and we hope
that next year the Navy comes here again.”

Electrician 3rd Class Carlos Perez of NMCB 3 said his
experience has been fun, but definitely different.

“Everythingwe did, we did it withthe Thai’s, and
they’regreat,” Perez said. “1 would do thisagain, it's been
fun.”

US Marine Corps Company C, 1st Battalion, 3rd
Marine Regiment, visited Ban Kouw Laem Elementary
School and Kindergarten May 21 to donate more than
$400 worth of school supplies and sports equipment to the
children, according to U.S. Navy Chaplain Lt. Kenny Lee.

“When we came out here, we contacted the local
community through our translator and tried to find the
neediest schools,” he said. “We were pointed in the
direction of these two schoolsand | think both the schools
and the Marines were exited to meet each other.”

Thiswasthefirst time U.S. Marines have visited
these schools. Lee will do what he can to see that the US
military returnsin the future “through the chaplain
network.”

“Theteacherswere very excited and curious when we
asked to come volunteer,” he said. “ So, | think they will
definitely want to have us over again next year.”

The donations came out of Co. C Marines pockets.






Making friends through the air,
on the pitch

No matter the language or cultural barriers,
when service members get together, thereisa
bond. Defenders of a nation’s borders
instinctively realize the special relationship they
share. Cobra Gold 03 contributed to this
camaraderie with many events.

Most all of the combined forces participated
in “friendship jumps,” strapping on parachutes
and exiting aircraft. The biggest one of all
however took place May 17 at the Royal Thai
Marine Corps base at Toei Ngarm Gulf.

Royal Thai Supreme Commander Gen.
Surayud Chulanont and five of his staff officers,
all generals, joined six Americans, including US
Air Force Brig. Gen. Gregory Trebon, Special
Operations Command Pacific commander, and US
Navy Rear Adm. Frederic Ruehe, US Navy
Region Southwest commander, and 31 Thai
soldiers on the US Marine Corps C-130 airplane
departing from U-Tapao Royal Thai Navy
Airfield.

Surayud’s distinctive parachute was the same
color as the Thai national flag, sporting four
white stars. Strong winds affected all the jumpers
and afterwards Surayud announced it would be
hislast jump as he retires this year.

U-Tapao Air Base hosted another friendly
combined event the same day, a soccer game

between US Marines and a Thai military team. The
Marines weren’t so successful at holding their ground
this day, losing 3-2.

Spectators from both countries filled the
sidelines, watching Thailand’s Watcharane Roddee
tally early in the match, staking the hometeamto a 1-
0 lead.

“The U.S. team was very good,” explained
Roddee, who's been playing soccer for five years. “It
was a good competition; our team’s skill levels were
very equal.”

Halfway through the opening period, he struck
again, giving the Thais a 2-0 lead and putting a lot of
pressure on the Marine defense.

Marines Derek Armstrong and Jeremy Lima
scored in the first and second halves, respectively,
getting the Americans a tie 2-2 midway through the
second half.

“l thought | saw it (go in), but | wasn't sure,” said
Lima. “1 put the ball right where | wanted to, but |
expected a teammate to get atouch before it went in.”

Thetie did not last long as one-man gang Roddee
found a hole in the Marine defense for a third time,
striking the decisive goal of the match.

Asthe whistle blew, the Thai team came away
with a 3-2 victory, but everyone walked off the pitch
with a smile.









